Constructing Change – School Design Game Cards built around the 12 Taking Center Stage—Act II Recommendations

This game was used as part of a presentation to introduce the Taking Center Stage—Act II Web portal to middle grades educators. It consists of 12 sets of double-sided cards corresponding to the 12 recommendations in TCSII. Each set consists of three cards with similar descriptors written on each. The audience, broken into small groups of six to eight educators, must choose the best descriptor for each recommendation that builds an ideal school. For example, under RIGOR, each small group would choose the best descriptor from “Standards-based rigor,” “Resource-based rigor,” or “Teacher-based rigor.” Groups are allotted 90 seconds per recommendation-topic. As each group reaches consensus, they may use the Group Profile Tally Sheet to keep track of their answers. At the end of the exercise, the group reporter reports back to the whole group why they chose that answer. A Group Profile Answer Sheet is provided to the facilitator so that the best answers can be shared.
In case the recommendation/topic sets of three cards get separated, each set of three related cards is color-coded for ease in reassembling. The cards are setup on 8 ½” x 11” pages so that they may be printed back-to-back on card stock in Microsoft WORD.
This presentation was delivered at the California League of Middle Schools conference on February 29, 2008 as part of their 2 ½ hour Interactive Session. It is now posted on the Taking Center Stage—Act II Web portal as a Professional Learning Tool.

These professional development activities were designed and developed for TCSII by Michael Donhost, Principal, Lake Bluff Middle School, Lake Bluff School District 65, Lake Bluff, IL, mdonhost@lbsd.lfc.edu, and Rob Hoover, Principal, Deer Creek Middle School, Jefferson County School District, Littleton, CO, rhoover@jeffco.k12.co.ush. 
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These materials were adapted with permission by the Middle and High School Improvement Office of the California Department of Education.


