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Background

Upon staff analysis of data from the STAR program of Spring 2003, middle school staff was concerned that students and parents were not receiving accurate information about student progress. Staff expressed the need to report proficiency information to parents in efforts to align the grading with what all students are expected to know. This is especially critical at the middle school level because middle school proficiency should be a predictor of performance on the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).

Additionally, the pre-registration process for Galt High School revealed greater need for accurate reporting of content knowledge in the areas of English Language Arts and Mathematics. In March of 2004, GJUHSD administered placement tests to both feeder middle schools from our district. Student performance on the placement tests was to determine class placement as our eighth graders matriculate to Galt High School.  

The process became confusing for our students and their parents as many students scored in ranges that required support classes for English and Mathematics at the high school. These students will not be able to take electives in their first year at the high school. Students who must take three English classes at Galt High are now essentially off track for admission to the CSU and UC systems unless they can successfully complete these support classes in summer school, and other courses leading to university A-G requirements.

The above factors indicate critical need for students and parents to be well informed of progress towards meeting proficiency with California Content Standards.

Intended Audience

This document is intended for use by classroom teachers, administrators, district administration, the Board of Education of the Galt Joint Union Elementary School District, and other groups and individuals responsible for monitoring student progress.  

Other Suggested Reading

The Galt Joint Union Elementary School Local Education Agency Plan, Greer Middle School Single Plan for Student Achievement, and research publications cited elsewhere in this document will provide additional information supporting the need for such a system.      










Standards-Based Grading

Standard Proficiency Level Grades

AD= Advanced


85-100%

PR = Proficient


65-84%

AP = Approaching Proficient

55-64%

NP = Not Proficient


0 – 54%

CR = Credit (Exploratory)

NC = No Credit (Exploratory)

Work Quality

5 = Outstanding effort 

4 = Above average effort

3 = Average effort 

2 = Needs improvement 

1 = Unsatisfactory

Conduct

5 = Outstanding

4 = Above Average

3 = Average

2 = Needs Improvement/Unsatisfactory

1 = Unsatisfactory

Comments:

1. All assignments completed

2. Good classroom participation

3. Showing improvement

4. Modified curriculum

5. Missing assignments

6. Disrespectful with adults

7. Disruptive behavior affects performance

8. Attendance affecting progress

9. Excessive tardies

10. Organizational skills need improvement

11. Parent/teacher conference needed

12. Low Test/Quiz scores

13. Excessive talking

Standards Grading Guidelines

As you grade students this year, please do not consider last year’s proficiency levels. Last year’s proficiency levels do not indicate a student’s proficiency with current grade level standards. Therefore, if you want to know if a student is already advanced at the current standard(s) you plan to teach, a unit pre-test will give you that information. You would use the data from your pre-test for differentiation planning purposes.

This is a major paradigm shift from reporting compliance on classroom processes to reporting accountability for learning.  

There are other ways students may demonstrate mastery of the standards, but you do want to teach test-taking skills. In other words, we need to teach the way the state assesses
. We have many students who do not have valid scores recorded for the state test. There are still others who do not have valid scores on our own baseline tests. This is due to poorly marked bubbles, stray marks on the answer sheets, and general carelessness. All of these will have an impact on the school’s Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) rating. It is common knowledge that there are many students who do not test well. There are researchers out there that will tell you that the California Standards Test and the CAT 6 are biased against underrepresented minority groups. While this may be true, research shows that test taking skills can be taught
. This is one small way of removing bias. Those test-taking skills are part of the prior knowledge some students take in to the test with them. This is one area where all of our students can be made equal regardless of how they tested on previous grade level standards tests. Our mission statement says that we will inspire excellence in education and character. Sometimes, we need to make the playing field level in order to make that a reality.

Another way to remove bias from the test is in the strategies students are taught in order to negotiate certain test items. For example, identifying and eliminating extraneous information on certain problems students do not need to solve the problem itself. Just about every teacher has gone through ACES training and recognizes this as but one example. 

Modified Curriculum

There is a comment for modifying the curriculum and/or making accommodations for Special Education. This applies to certain individual cases only.

Curriculum, Assessment, Instruction

The cycle of adjusting curriculum, assessment, and instruction are dependent not only on the data our classroom processes yield, but also that data our benchmark assessments and summative data from the STAR program yield. The data use scheme is under Table 1. What is not included within that scheme is that pre- and post-assessment surveys would be useful in gauging student attitudes towards assessment. This process data may be useful in planning test preparation lessons, and/or adjusting the classroom environment to ensure a classroom atmosphere conducive to maximum performance on exams.

Administrative Implications 

The master schedule of a school should reflect the instructional priorities of the school. Whenever feasible this would include support classes for students who transition to the school Below and Far Below Basic. As the concept of universal access (formerly equal access) is far from new, students need to be taught the grade level standards if they are being assessed on those standards in the Spring.       

Opportunity to Learn

Recent litigation over the Florida high school exit exam was on the basis that the plaintiff was not given the opportunity to learn the standards that were tested. This places a high level of importance on each Course of Study, particularly for those subject areas tested on the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE). The Course of Study serves as our documentation that the standards are being taught. Our grading system provides further evidence that not only were the standards taught and assessed, but also that students and parents were informed of their progress towards meeting proficiency on those standards. Each report card provides the key outlined on the first page of this document. Further, it provides the following explanation for each student and parent:

Students with Standards Proficiency (SP) level of AD and PR are progressing satisfactorily towards successful completion of the High School Exit Exam and the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program. The STAR is administered each Spring. Successful completion of the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) is a high school graduation requirement effective in 2006. Please contact your child’s teacher if you have questions regarding proficiency. The school phone number is 745-2641. 

Vernon E. Greer Middle School Report Card


	Student
	John Doe
	Report Period
	From  8/25/04  To  10/01/04
	Grade
	7

	Period
	Course
	Teacher
	Mark
	WH
	COND 
	%
	Comments

	01

02

03

04

05

06

07
	Language Arts

Math

PE

Lunch

Science

Social Studies

Exploratory
	Smith

Jones

Usher

---

Williams

Stinlin
Jenkins
	AD
AD
PR

---

PR

AD

CR
	4

4

3

---

4

3

4
	3

4

4

---

4

3

4
	90

91

82

---

73

88


	All assignments completed

Good participation in class

Works hard

Works well with others

Outstanding test scores

No missing assignments


	Qualifications for Honors

	Superintendent’s Honor Roll
	Principal’s Honor Roll
	Mustang Pride

	Advanced in all areas.

Must have an average of 4.5 in effort and citizenship.
	Advanced in at least 2 core areas (math, language arts, social studies, or science) and not less than proficient in all other areas including physical education and exploratory.

Must have an average of 4.0 in effort and citizenship.
	Proficient or above in any 2 areas.

Must have an average of 4.0 in effort and citizenship.




Please Note:  To determine an average for effort and citizenship, add up the number of points your child accumulates in the effort and citizenship columns and divide that number by the total number of marks for both behavior and citizenship.

Marks of AD (Advanced) or PR (Proficient) indicate satisfactory progress towards successful completion of the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) and the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program. The STAR is administered each spring. Successful completion of the CAHSEE is a high school graduation requirement effective in 2006. Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions regarding proficiency. The school phone number is 745-2641.
Table 1: Use of Grading and Outcome Data               

	Action
	Staff
	Timeline
	Resources
	Outcomes

Accountability

	Baseline Assessment – Fall

Baseline assessment will be structured according to the 2003 STAR Blueprint
	Title I Resource and Classroom Teachers
	September 6
	Assessments from Homeroom.com
	Data will provide targeted intervention including initial SST information and instructional alignment benchmarks, classroom grouping strategies, lesson planning adjustment.  Students will be able to target learning goals through conferences with teachers. 

	Parent Conferences
	Classroom Teachers, Outreach Consultant, Administrators, Title I Resource
	October 4

Through

8
	STAR Reports, Baseline Assessment results, classroom performance documentation
	Parents and students will gain clear understanding of current academic achievement and proficiency levels.  Preliminary promotion/retention information.  SST referral data

	Interim trimester progress reports 
	Classroom Teachers
	October 5
	Student Work
	Teachers will be able to compare classroom grading practices with student proficiency levels.  SST referral data

	Trimester Assessments, Trimester grade calculations
	Classroom Teachers


	November 12
	Student Work, Common Assessments
	Parents and students will be able to understand how students are performing on academic course work. SST referral data

	Formative Assessment I

(Benchmark 2)
	Classroom Teachers, Title I Resource
	November 16
	Homeroom.com

EduSoft
	Teachers will be able to adjust curriculum mapping as needed/appropriate.  Students will monitor their own progress from the first benchmark assessment

	Interim trimester progress reports
	Classroom Teachers
	January 23
	Student Work
	Teachers will obtain preliminary growth data from end of first trimester. SST referral information

	Trimester Assessments, Trimester grade calculations
	Classroom Teachers
	March 4
	Student Work, Common Assessments
	Students, parents, teachers will obtain growth data. Administrators, Outreach, and Title I Resource will initiate promotion/retention process.

	Formative Assessment II, ACES Test Preparation

(Benchmark 3)
	Classroom Teachers, Title I Resource
	March 8
	Homeroom.com

EduSoft
	Teachers will be able to adjust curriculum mapping as needed/appropriate, identify extent and scope of ACES Test Preparation program.

	Formative Assessment III, Complete ACES Test Preparation
	Classroom Teachers, Title I Resource
	March 29
	Homeroom.com

EduSoft
	Further determine student growth and/or programmatic adjustments as appropriate.

	Interim trimester progress reports
	Classroom Teachers
	April 22
	Student Work
	Further determine student growth and/or programmatic adjustments as appropriate.

	STAR
	Administration, Classroom Teachers
	April 18
	STAR materials
	Overall assessment of Adequate Yearly Progress

	Trimester assessments, trimester grade calculations
	Classroom teachers
	June 8
	Student work, common assessments
	Overall validation of CAI and/or provide initial data for curriculum adjustments and summer planning.

















Performance					Work Habits					Conduct


AD = Advanced (85-100%)			5 = Outstanding			5 = Outstanding	


PR = Proficient (65-84%)			4 = Above Average			4 = Above Average


AP = Approaching Proficient (55-64%)	3 = Average				3 = Average


NP = Not Proficient (<65%)			2 = Needs Improvement		2 = Needs Improvement	


CR = Credit (Exploratory only)			1 = Unsatisfactory			1 = Unsatisfactory


NC = No Credit (Exploratory only)


			


					











� Top Ten Instructional Strategies for Higher Student Achievement, Carolyn Downey, Thrust 2001


� Children at the Center, Kathe Taylor and Sherry Walton, 1998				





Used by permission of:  Robert Nacario, Director of Education Services
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