Models of Team Teaching Showing Unique 
and Overlapping Features
	Chronological Team Teaching
Same teachers, same students but assigned to alternate time blocks. Teachers typically working independently without seeking to integrate instruction.
	

	
	

	Unique features:
•
Traditional instruction—team in name only

•
Little if any effort to coordinate instruction or to develop complementary units involving two or more subjects

•
Little if any group guidance planned as team effort

•
Each teacher typically responsible for own discipline

•
Common planning time shared or not shared by teachers 

•
Students rotated between teachers and often unaware that their teachers belong to a team
	Features overlapping with cooperative team teaching:

•
Students typically not involved in interdisciplinary learning

•
Collaborative instructional planning optional

•
Teachers typically responsible for separate subjects taught in separate rooms


	

	Cooperative Team Teaching
Same students assigned to same teachers and same time block. Emphasis on effective use of time but little consistent effort to integrate instruction.
	Overlapping features of chronological, cooperative, and interdisciplinary team teaching:

Special concern for developmental characteristics and social-emotional needs of young adolescents

Emphasis on caring teacher-student relationships

	Interdisciplinary Team Teaching

Same students, same time block, same teachers who collaborate on all phases of interdisciplinary instruction
	

	Unique features:

•
Interdisciplinary projects requiring complex reasoning and cooperative learning regularly planned by teams 

•
Shared comprehensive instructional strategy developed by teams

•
Regular study and learning together by teachers


	Features overlapping with cooperative team teaching:

•
Common planning time for team members 

•
Provision of in-class remediation typical

•
Group guidance provided regularly by teams 

•
Significant emphasis on differentiated instruction

•
Instructional units frequently constructed around topics or themes

•
Student disciplinary problems shared by team members 
	


