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Figure 3-2

Evaluation: Highest mental process

Students judge the merit of an idea, a solution to a prob-

lem, aesthetic work, or their own work based on experi-

ence, learning, and expectations. There may be many

correct ways of responding.

Synthesis: Higher mental process

Students employ original and creative thinking, drawing

on experience and previous learning to produce an original

work, make predictions, and solve problems in which a

variety of creative answers may be acceptable.

Analysis: High mental process

Students think critically and in depth to identify motive,

reasons, or causes for a specific occurrence; analyze

available information to reach a conclusion, inference,

or generalization; or analyze a conclusion, inference, or

generalization to find evidence to support or refute it.

Application: Medium mental process

Students apply previously learned information, a rule, or

process to a problem and thereby determine a single right

answer to that problem.

Comprehension: Basic mental process

Students demonstrate that they have sufficient understand-

ing to organize and arrange material mentally and can

rephrase and sequence that information.

Knowledge: Initial and lowest of mental processes

Students recognize or recall information.
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