Frequently Asked Questions about Podcasts

What is a podcast?

A podcast is an audio broadcast that is disseminated over the Internet. Podcasts take many forms—from very short reports (such as the 60-second Scientific American podcasts) to more in-depth personal interviews or group discussions (such as Radio TICAL). There’s a podcast for almost every interest area. You can easily access any podcast if you have a computer (or similar portal device) with Internet connection and headphones or speakers. For even more podcast options, visit the Education Podcast Network.

How can I create a podcast as a learning tool for my students?
Podcasting essentially includes four steps:

· Content preparation 

· Recording 

· Post-processing (such as editing)

· Publication 

What equipment do I need to create a podcast?
A basic podcast can be created using a minimum of hardware:

· Computer (either a laptop or desktop with high-speed Internet access and with a sound card) 

· Microphone 

· Speaker or headphones 

What software do I need to create a podcast?

The following software should be installed on your system:
· The base operating system (such as Windows, Linux, or Macintosh) 

· For recording and mixing, Mixcraft or Audacity (for Windows) or  GarageBand (for Macintosh)

· For encoding (optional—depending on the recording/mixing software selected), LAME MP3 Encoder 

· Web browser (any modern Web browser)

· A podcatcher or podcast client (such as iTunes or Juice)

Are there any additional things I need?

The following will help make your podcast production proceed smoothly:

· Script or outline to guide your podcast

· Music tracks (optional—download podcast-safe music from and other similar sites) 

· Depending on where you plan to post your podcast, an account with a service (such as Gcast, Odeo, OurMedia) that can host media—particularly audio files 

· A plan for publicizing your podcast; podcasts may be submitted to directory services such as Podcast, Podcast Alley, iPodder, or Podcast Directory
How to Create a Simple Podcast

1. For PC users 

2. For Macintosh users 
It is likely that your students already know about podcasts. Some may have recorded podcasts to embed in their personal Web pages or social networking sites. A classroom assignment that incorporates student-created podcasts will capitalize on students’ expertise as well as their enthusiasm for technology. Student-created podcasts can be used as an authentic assessment of content knowledge. Teachers may first wish to determine important criteria for the podcast and then use a Podcast Rubric for assignment evaluation.
