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SCHOOLS TO WATCHTM—TAKING CENTER STAGE
	School
	 Data
	Models

	Alta Sierra Intermediate

Devin Blizzard, Principal

380 West Teague

Clovis, CA 93619

559-327-3590

Clovis Unified SD

Urban fringe of a large city      
2008 Designee
	1,266 Students
Grades 7-8

36% Minority

25% Free/Reduced Lunch

9% English Learners

Not Title 1 School
2004 API Growth 810

2005 API Growth:  838 (+28)
2006 API Growth: 847 (+9)
2007 API Growth: 852  (+9)

2008 API Growth: 850 (-2)
	· Modified block schedule extend time to explore.
· Cornell notes school-wide

· Small schools within a school
· Where Everyone Belongs (WEB) connects students with peers and adults.
· Free/low-cost health clinics, family relationship wellness workshops, and drug and alcohol abuse programs

· AVID

· Wide variety of co-curricular activities

· Teacher release time for coaching and observation

· Restorative justice

· Teachers identify improvement areas (“Key Processes”) for action plan 


	Alvarado Intermediate

Ying Tsao, Principal

1901 South Desire Avenue
Rowland Heights, CA  91748

626-964-2358

Rowland Unified SD
Urban fringe of a large city      
2004 Designee
	954 Students

Grades 7-8

92% Minority 
43% Free/Reduced Lunch

17% English Learners

Title 1 School : SWP
2004 API Growth 790 (+7)

2005 API Growth:  825 (+29)
2006 API Growth: 827 (+2)
2007 API Growth: 822  (-12)
2008 API Growth: 835 (+13)


	· 6 periods, staggered schedule 
· Standards assessment system

· Schools within school organization

· Interdisciplinary teaming— all staff included
· Common prep periods #1 priority
· Student Service Center for students & parents

· Strategic 4 Read 180 Mind Institute
· AVID & other instructional supports

· Extensive elective & extra curriculum program

· Algebra II and Geometry
· Spanish and Chinese 
· Integrate technology into curriculum areas
· Heterogeneous except for math
· Thinking Map: Use of pictures for mind concepts


	Bernice Ayer Middle 

Cheryl Baughn, Principal

1271 Sarmentoso

San Clemente, CA  92673

949-366-9607

Capistrano Unified SD
Urban fringe of a large city      
2005 Designee
	762 Students

Grades 6-8

29% Minority 
18% Free/Reduced Lunch

15% English Learners

Not Title 1 School

2004 API Growth 793 (+14)
2005 API Growth:  813 (+19)
2006 API Growth: 827 (+14)

2007 API Growth: 823  (-9)

2008 API Growth: 857 (+34)

	· Modified block schedule w/zero period
· Weekly period for teacher collaboration
· Educational Support Period
· Immersion classes
· Accelerated Academic Achievement Program
· Professional Development Academy
· Cornell notes schoolwide
· Sequencing of Math: Pre-Algebra A, B
· AVID program
· Effective Behavior Support program

· Strong elective program

	Canyon Middle School

Mark Croghan, Principal

19600 Cull Canyon Road

Castro Valley, CA 94552

510-538-8833

Castro Valley Unified SD

Suburban

2007 Designee


	1,294 Students

Grades 6-8

76% Minority

16% Free/Reduced Lunch

9% English Learners

Not Title 1 School

2005 API Growth: 827 (-1)
2006 API Growth: 842 (+15)
2007 API Growth: 841  (+3)

2008 API Growth: 845 (+4)
	· Six-periods with daily zero period
· Modified block (Tuesday through Friday)
· California Standards drive expectations/curriculum
· “Step Up To Writing” and “Prime Numbers” programs
· Math teachers coached by district coordinator
· Enhanced rigor/articulation with feeder schools
· Inquiry labs in science
· Advisory period used for student concerns
· Strong elective program
· Technology: mobile computer labs, Quizdo clicker systems, i-Movies, PowerPoint, LCD projectors
· Many services for socio-emotional growth
· Real-world issues embedded in lessons


	Castaic Middle 

Ellen Edeburn, Principal

28900 Hillcrest Parkway

Castaic, CA  91384

661-257-4550

Castaic Union Elementary SD
Urban fringe of a large city      
2003 Designee
	1,249 Students

Grades 6-8

38% Minority 
17% Free/Reduced Lunch

6% English Learners

Not Title 1 School

2004 API Growth: 760 (+7)

2005 API Growth: 795 (+36)

2006 API Growth:  789 (-6)

2007 API Growth: 802 (+12)

2008 API Growth: 817 (+15)
	· 6 periods + 17-min advisory
· Rotating schedule/Year-round
· District writing assessment
· Vertical teams/curriculum
· Small learning communities
· Exploratory classes
· Library used Wednesday nights for parents
· Peer mediators
· Teacher/leader teams

· Portfolio Day



	Clark Intermediate 

Scott Steele, Principal
902 Fifth Street

Clovis, CA 93612

559-327-1500

Clovis Unified SD

Urban fringe of a large city
2009 Designee
	1,387 Students
Grades 7-8

45% Minority

36% Free/Reduced Lunch

6% English Learners

Not Title 1 School

2004 API Growth 743 (+3)

2005 API Growth:  759 (+16)
2006 API Growth: 778 (+19)
2007 API Growth: 782  (+4)

2008 API Growth: 801 (+19)
	· 6 periods plus zero period P.E.
· Small schools within a school structure

· Teaming positively affects relationships

· Where Everybody Belongs (WEB) program

· Laptop classes for all students

· Academic Senate intervention program

· Document cameras for all teachers

· Annual Needs Assessment for staff development

· Grade Level Expectations frames objectives

· Teachers identify improvement areas (“Key

 Processes”) for action plan

	Culver City Middle 

Jon Pearson, Principal

4601 Elenda Street

Culver City, CA  90230-4101
310-842-4200

Culver City Unified SD
Urban fringe of a large city      
2003 Designee
	1,585 Students

Grades 6-8

75% Minority 

39% Free/Reduced Lunch

11% English Learners

Title 1 School:  TAS

2004 API Growth: 752 (+16)

2005 API Growth:  759 (+4)
2006 API Growth: 765 (+6)
2007 API Growth: 770  (+9)

2008 API Growth: 800 (+30)
	· 6 per Mon, 2-hr blocks Tues-Fri
· Common planning period
· Small learning communities
· Extensive elective program
· Student mediators
· Teacher/leader culture
· Developmental Assets
· Character development curriculum
· Strong intervention programs/RT1
· WestEd/Galileo Assessment System
· AVID Program
· Technology Integration

	Dartmouth  Middle 

Carole Carlson, Principal
5575 Dartmouth Drive

San Jose, CA 95118
408-264-1122

Union School District

Large city

2009 Designee

	782 Students
Grades 6-8

38% Minority

19% Free/Reduced Lunch

8% English Learners

Not Title 1 School

2004 API Growth 813 (+1)

2005 API Growth:  814 (+1)
2006 API Growth: 830 (+16)
2007 API Growth: 826  (-5)

2008 API Growth: 854 (+28)


	· Teaming and shared leadership 

· Common planning time
· Curricular Maps identifies interdisciplinary opportunities

· Researched strategies for teaching vocabulary

· Fluidity in all special education classes

· At-risk 5th graders receive special orientation

· Wide selection of electives

· Art Vistas program organizes units of art instruction by parents

· Junior Achievement program taught by business members in community

· Girls for a Change program empowers girls

· Go Green program to reach goal of NO waste

	Edna Hill Middle School

Kirsten Jobb, Principal

140 Birch Street,

Brentwood, CA 94513

925-513-6440

Brentwood Union SD

Suburban

2007 Designee


	800 Students

Grades 6-8

52% Minority

34% Free/Reduced Lunch

26% English Learners

Title 1 School

2005 API Growth: 767 (+46)
2006 API Growth: 791 (+24)
2007 API Growth: 770  (-23)

2008 API Growth: 778 (+8)
	· 8 periods with a daily 94-minute ELA/SS core blk
· 3-yr Individual Learning Plans
· Weekly common planning time to assess students
· Use of common assessments
· Double block of pre-algebra 
· Students grouped in interdisciplinary teams
· Looping in ELA and social studies
· Student-led conferences
· Strong elective program
· Use “40-Developmental Assets” & “Seven Habits for Teens” (S. Covey)
· Math navigator Texas Instrument System

	Frank Wright Middle School

Diego Lopez, Principal

885 North Imperial Ave.

Imperial, CA 92251

760-355-3256

Imperial Unified SD

Small city

2007 Designee
	830 Students

Grades 6-7-8

80% Minority

50% Free/Reduced Lunch

30% English Learners

Title 1 School

2005 API Growth: 762

2006 API Growth: 802 (+40)
2007 API Growth: 770  (-32)

2008 API Growth: 794 (+24)
	· 5 (50 min)  periods + 1 105-minute period
· Strong teaming structure with common prep
· Coaching is schoolwide norm
· Leadership teams meets 2x/month
· Use assessment data to develop interventions
· Intervention programs during and after school
· Each student has an adult advocate
· Strong elective program
· AVID Program
· GATE cluster

· Character Counts!


	Gaspar De Portola Middle 

Elizabeth Gillingham, Principal

11010 Clairemont Mesa Blvd
San Diego, CA  92124

858-496-8080

San Diego Unified SD
Large City
2006 Designee
	1,015 Students

Grades 6-8

53% Minority 

42% Free/Reduced Lunch

8% English Learners

Title 1 School:  TAS

2004 API Growth 801 (+26)
2005 API Growth:  811 (+6)
2006 API Growth: 810 (-1)
2007 API Growth: 809  (+2)

2008 API Growth: 813 (+4)

	· 7 periods + zero period before school
· AVID program
· Library open before school + evenings
· KBAR literacy program
· 6th grade core (2 per ELA)
· Emotional/physical needs met w/full-time therapy dog and nurse, 
· Three counselors 
· Many hours of volunteer help
· Character education (anti-bullying)
· Librarian collaborates w/teachers
· Literacy and math support electives


	John Glenn Middle 
Marcus Wood, Principal

79-655 Miles Avenue
Indio, CA  92201

760-200-3700

Desert Sands Unified SD
Suburban
2004 Designee
	1,230 Students
Grades 6-8

53% Minority
35% Free/Reduced Lunch

 9% English Learners

Not Title 1 School
2004 API Growth 729 (-7)
2005 API Growth:  741 (+11)

2006 API Growth: 765 (+24)

2007 API Growth: 781  (+20)

2008 API Growth: 805 (+24)
	· 7 periods with 80 minutes of math daily
· IB Middle Years Program
· Teacher teams meet daily
· Intervention options
· AVID national demonstration
· Interdisciplinary instruction
· Thinking maps
· Character education
· Student academic preparation/reflection time
· Student-led conferences


	Kastner Intermediate 

Rick Watson, Principal

7676 North First Street

Fresno, CA 93720

559-327-2500

Clovis Unified SD

Urban Fringe of a Large City
2008  Designee
	1,206 Students
Grades 7-8

51% Minority

25% Free/Reduced Lunch

9% English Learners

Not Title 1 School
2005 API Growth:  818 (+19)

2006 API Growth: 837 (+3)

2007 API Growth: 840  (+3)
2008 API Growth: 844 (+4)
	· 6 periods w/2-period Academic Block (ELA,/SS)
· Math intervention labs and double math periods for eighth grade students

· Small learning communities; Directors loop
· Schoolwide reflective conversations 
· Academic Block teacher is student advocate.
· Laptop computers for all math classes.

· “Anywhere, Anytime, Anyone Learning” (AAAL) laptop program: Loaner laptops available to all students

· Individualized School Health Care Plans (ISHP)
· Individual learning plans prescriptions for interventions.
· AVID Program
· Where Everyone Belongs (W.E.B.) connects incoming students to a “buddy” 


	Kennedy Middle 

Juan Cruz, Principal

900 North Sixth Street

El Centro, CA  92243

760-352-0444

El Centro Elementary SD
Mid-sized city
2005 Designee
	680 Students

Grades 6-8

98% Minority
99% Free/Reduced Lunch

57% English Learners

Title 1 School:  SWP

2004 API Growth 632 (+8)
2005 API Growth:  657 (+25)
2006 API Growth: 667 (+10)
2007 API Growth: 689  (+12)

2008 API Growth: 705 (+16)
	· 7 periods–Modified Mon, block Tues & Wed
· Teachers coach each other

· Teacher leaders

· Teacher release time to observe/standards
· Lindamood-Bell Learning Process
· Schoolwide discipline program

· After-school program

· Enrichment after school & selected Saturdays

· Block for math

· Math intervention 

· Support & remediation for students

· Gear Up/AVID/MESA
· Support for parents
· Total involvement by all staff
· Content night for parents/games by kids
· 6th grade self-contained


	McKinleyville Middle 

Anne Hartline, Principal

2285 Central Avenue

McKinleyville, CA  95519

707-839-1508
McKinleyville Union SD
     Small town
2006 Designee
	370 Students

Grades 6-8

25% Minority
42% Free/Reduced Lunch

2% English Learners

Title 1 School:  SWP
2004 API Growth 754 (+44)
2005 API Growth:  785 (+36)
2006 API Growth: 798 (+13)
2007 API Growth:793  (-5)

2008 API Growth: 781 (-12)
	· 7 periods includes extended 3-period core for ELA/SS
· 8 members PLC Leadership Team spanning all grades/content areas
· Daily common collaboration time/weekly team meetings
· Multiple forms of assessment
· Emotional/physical needs met w/nurse, counselor & psychologist

· Instruction differentiated/teaming w/resource teacher
· Schoolwide science fair integrated across all content areas

· Student-led conferences
· Leadership group: “Peace Leaders”

· Peer mediation 


	Medea Creek Middle 

Brad Benioff, Principal

1002 Doubletree Road
Oak Park, CA  91377

818-707-7922
Oak Park Unified SD

Urban fringe of a large city      
2004 Designee
	929 Students

Grades 6-8

17% Minority
3% Free/Reduced Lunch

2% English Learners

Title 1 School:  TAS

2004 API Growth 865 (-4)

2005 API Growth:  873 (+12)
2006 API Growth: 890 (+17)
2007 API Growth: 879  (-10)

2008 API Growth: 905 (+26)
	· 7 periods
· Differentiated instruction w/heterogeneous classes
· High standards
· Writing across the curriculum
· Intervention options
· Technology
· Counselors stay w/students 3 yrs
· 21st Century classrooms

· Anti-bullying/character education program

· Grade level team and department collaboration
· Focus on authentic experiences 



	Oliver Wendell Holmes International

Middle School
Dr. Gregory J. Vallone, Principal
9351 Paso Robles Ave.

Northridge, CA 91325

818-678-4100

Los Angeles Unified SD

Small city

2007 Designee


	1,455 Students

Grades 6-8

79% Minority

61% Free/Reduced Lunch

15% English Learners

Title 1 School

2005 API Growth: 780 (+38)
2006 API Growth: 795 (+15)
2007 API Growth: 781  (-11)

2008 API Growth: 804 (+23)
	· Seventh and eighth grades: Six periods (teamed)
· Sixth grade: Two-teacher cores
· Interdisciplinary teams of four teachers
· Teacher collaboration drives academics
· Co-teaching enables special ed mainstreaming
· Interventions tailored to student needs
· Student progress carefully monitored to catch struggling students early
· AVID, GEAR-UP programs

· Advisories at start 
· Strong elective program
· Technology use in classrooms
· Service learning provides real-world learning
· Students read books in elementary schools



	Rancho Milpitas Middle 

Leticia Villa, Principal

1915 Yellowstone Avenue

Milpitas, CA  95035
408-635-2656
Milpitas Unified SD

Mid-sized city

2005 Designee


	700 Students

Grades 7-8

86% Minority

44% Free/Reduced Lunch

21% English Learners

Not Title 1 School

2004 API Growth 762 (+43)

2005 API Growth:  766 (+0)

2006 API Growth: 781 (+15)
2007 API Growth: 798  (+18)

2008 API Growth: 823 (+25)
	· 6 periods + 20-min. advisory
· Shortened schedule Wednesday
· Advisory provides socio-emotional support for students
· Diverse faculty
· Extra- and co-curricular activities & clubs—students must join
· AVID program
· Strong articulation
· Student-led conferences
· Academic teams w/common prep

	R.H. Dana Middle

Aileen Harbeck, Principal
5504 W. 135th Street
Hawthorne, CA  90250

310-725-4700
Wiseburn Elementary SD

Urban fringe of a large city      
2006 Designee
	869 Students

Grades 6-8

84% Minority

47% Free/Reduced Lunch

2% English Learners

Not Title 1 School

2004 API Growth 757 (+41)

2005 API Growth: 767 (+12)

2006 API Growth: 768 (+1)
2007 API Growth: 765  (-2)

2008 API Growth: 785 (+20)
	· 6 periods: Block schedule w/3 periods every other day
· “TLC” 45-min advisory daily

· Team mtgs. monitor student progress

· AVID program
· Rich elective course offerings
· Needed services met w/counselor

· Technology used in all curricular areas
· Common pacing plans and assessments

· Nat’l recognition of science program
· SMART classrooms

· Intervention programs

· Positive reinforcement interventions
· Before- and after-school programming
· Schoolwide student binders
· Peer tutors

· Student-led conference

· Diversity is valued
· Professional Development: Teaching American History Grant 

· Summer Institute for student accountability and learning

· Many avenues for parent help



	Robert A. Millikan Middle 

Derek Horowitz, Principal

5041 Sunnyslope Avenue
Sherman Oaks, CA  91423

818-528-1600

Los Angeles Unified SD
Large city

2005 Designee
	2,008 Students

Grades 6-8

52% Minority
42% Free/Reduced Lunch

13% English learners

Title 1 School:  TAS

2004 API Growth 739 (+22)
2005 API Growth:  759 (+24)
2006 API Growth: 795 (+36)
2007 API Growth: 808  (+16)

2008 API Growth: 844 (+36)
	· 6 periods +15-min nutrition break
· Specialized academies
· Many electives
· Technology
· Across the curriculum
· Intervention Coordinator
· Alternatives to suspension
· Vertical & horizontal teaming
· Extensive visual & performing arts program



	Silverado Middle 
Priscilla Rasanen, Principal
2525 Country Club Way
Roseville, CA  95747

916-780-2620

Dry Creek Joint Elementary SD
Mid-sized city
2003 Designee
	1,000 Students

Grades 6-8

24% Minority
11% Free/Reduced Lunch

2% English Learners

Not Title 1 School

2004 API Growth 811 (-9)

2005 API Growth:  827 (+22)

2006 API Growth: 841 (+14)
2007 API Growth: 837  (+1)

2008 API Growth: 849 (+12)
	· 6 periods w/10-min advisory
· Single track, modified traditional
· Student-led conferences
· Multiple benchmark assessments
· Counseling programs
· Enrichment programs
· Collaborative decision-making
· Common planning time
· Heterogeneous teams
· AVID program

· Common summative assessments

	Tincher Preparatory

William Vogel, Principal
1701 Petaluma Avenue

Long Beach, CA 90815
562-493-2636

Long Beach Unified SD
Large city

2009 Designee

	1,139 Students
Grades K-8

61% Minority

50% Free/Reduced Lunch

8% English Learners

Title 1 School

2004 API Growth 765 (+2)

2005 API Growth:  799 (+34)
2006 API Growth: 812 (+13)
2007 API Growth: 809  (-2)

2008 API Growth: 845 (+35)


	· 6 periods
· Opportunity for Preparing Scholars and GATE programs

· “Essential Question” each day focuses learning objective

· Use of technology in everyday lessons

· Cornell note-taking

· Parent Liaison and School Community Worker educate parents on a variety of topics
· Tincher Buddies--adult volunteers paired with struggling students

· Issues Bin provide students with voice

· AVID program
· Innovation encouraged


	Toby Johnson Middle 

Dawnelle E. Maffei, Principal
10099 Franklin High Road
Elk Grove, CA  95757

916-714-8181

Elk Grove Unified SD
Urban fringe of a large city
2006 Designee

	1,509 Students

Grades 7-8

65% Minority
24% Free/Reduced lunch

8% English Learners

Not Title 1 School

2004 API Growth 796 (+6)
2005 API Growth:  823 (+35)
2006 API Growth: 835 (+12)
2007 API Growth: 832  (-1) 
2008 API Growth: 847 (+15)    
	· Modified 4x4 block schedule
· 20 Electives
· 7 Schools within a school
· “Jump start” program for incoming 6th graders
· Site-based professional development
· Character education program
· Professional learning communities
· Core teachers “loop” w/students over 2 yrs.
· Expanded instruction minutes in Math/Reading

· AVID program

· 4-12 step up to writing

· 7-12 vertical teaming


	Torch Middle 

Joe Medina, Principal

751 North Vineland Avenue

City of Industry, CA 91746

626-931-2704

Bassett Unified SD

Industrial
2008 Designee

	796 Students
Grades 6-8

98% Minority

79% Free/Reduced Lunch

29% English Learners

Title 1 School
2005 API Growth:  683 (+16)

2006 API Growth: 721 (+38)
2007 API Growth: 735  (+14)  
2008 API Growth: 770 (+35)   
	· 6 periods: 7th - 8th graders blocked into two 104-min. periods per day
· Split block scheduling—student can be in advanced math class & receive ELA interventions.

· Mobility into more rigorous classes throughout the 203-day school year

· Teachers develop common “teaching vocabulary” methods used school-wide.
· 6th grade students self-contained

· Common pacing calendar for all core subjects 

· Cornell note-taking school-wide

· AVID program

· College-going theme in every classroom
· Rubrics for citizenship and work habits.

· Summer Learning Institute provides in-depth professional development.
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