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	Ideas and Organization
	( Composition is logically and seamlessly developed with an appropriate and consistent focus.

( Composition includes a dynamic introductory paragraph, with an effective summary lead, a precise thesis, and compelling subtopics.

( Each body paragraph skillfully supports the thesis statement and expertly offers an in-depth understanding of the topic using significant and well-chosen details from the literature.
Transition seamlessly connects
ideas within and between paragraphs.

( Composition includes an insightful concluding paragraph that skillfully summarizes subtopics and thesis and demonstrates a thorough understanding of the topic.


	( Composition is well developed and logically organized around an appropriate and consistent focus.

( Composition includes an introductory paragraph with an engaging first sentence followed by a clear thesis statement and relevant sub-topics.

( Each body paragraph offers a topic sentence related to the thesis, many concrete details and commentary, and a concluding sentence with effective transitions within and between paragraphs.

( Composition includes a concluding paragraph that summarizes the sub-topics and thesis and provides insight into the main idea of the composition.


	( Composition is organized around an appropriate and consistent focus.

( Composition includes an introductory paragraph a lead-in sentence and a thesis statement, and related sub-topics.

( Each body paragraph offers a topic sentence related to the thesis, some concrete details and commentary, and a concluding sentence.  Some transitions are included.

( Composition includes a concluding paragraph that summarizes the sub-topics and thesis but fails to provide insight into the main idea of the composition.


	( Composition states but does not maintain focus.

( Composition includes an introductory paragraph with an unfocused thesis.

( Each body paragraph is loosely related to the thesis with minimal concrete details, commentary, and transitions. Each body may lack a concluding sentence.

( Composition includes a concluding paragraph that weakly addresses the thesis or sub-topics.


	( Composition lacks focus.

( Composition demonstrates an incoherent thesis or no thesis at all.

( Paragraphs lack development or connection to the topic/prompt.  Body paragraphs may not be evident.

( Composition provides no evidence of a concluding paragraph.



	Word Choice and Sentence Fluency


	( Composition demonstrates a superior use of varied sentence structure, precise nouns, and adjectives, strong verbs and word choice with a keen awareness of the audience.


	( Composition demonstrates a strong use of varied sentence structures, precise nouns, adjectives, strong verbs, and appropriate word choice with an awareness of the writer’s audience.


	( Composition demonstrates an adequate use of varied sentence structures, precise nouns, adjectives, strong verbs, and appropriate word choice with an awareness of the writer’s audience.


	( Composition demonstrates limited use of varied sentence structures, precise nouns, adjectives, strong verbs, and appropriate word choice with an awareness of the writer’s audience.


	( Composition demonstrates little or no use of varied sentence structures, precise nouns, adjectives, verbs, and appropriate word choice as well as awareness of little or no audience.

	Conventions


	( Composition contains few if any errors in grade-level conventions (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage).


	( Composition includes few errors in grade-level conventions (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage).


	( Composition contains some errors in grade-level conventions (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage) and may interfere with the meaning of the composition.


	( Composition contains many errors in grade-level conventions (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage) that interfere with the meaning of the composition.


	( Composition contains serious errors in grade-level conventions (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage) that interfere with the meaning of the composition.
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Wiseburn Writing Assessment

Seventh Grade Analytical / Holistic Scoring Sheet

Use the grade level rubric attached to score each area and then average the score for a final holistic score.  

Teacher:  ________________________________    School: _____________________  Date: ______________
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	Ideas and Organization
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Average the columns to assess areas of potential
student need and instructional next steps: 







   

(for potential next steps, refer to your LACOE Notebook under Write Traits and/or Writing Research)
*  Make a copy for your records and send the original to your site administrator.
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