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	Standards-Based Education: Your School’s 
Commitment to Excellence

Standards-based education represents a major commitment to academic excellence. It is very important for students and parents to understand how the process works:

•
Content standards state what are the most important things for a student to know and/or to be able to do (i.e., new knowledge and skills to be learned in each subject and at each grade level).

•
Performance standards represent the degree to which a student has achieved proficiency in mastering an overall set or subset of standards within a content area for a specific grade-level.  Performance standards are expressed in performance levels and are derived from standardized, benchmark assessment/assignments and other appropriate measures.

•
Standardized benchmark assessments and assignments are aligned to specific standards, uniformly administered and scored, and are used throughout the year to measure all students’ progress.  The results of these assessment/assignments are referred to as a benchmark score or performance indicator and become a part of the data used to determine a student’s performance level.

•
Traditional assessments: Tests and quizzes that feature selected response items – true, false, multiple choice, fill in the blank, short written or constructed response. These assessments provide evidence of student knowledge, comprehension, and the skills necessary for application and analysis.

•
Performance assessments: Essays, complex problem solving, projects, presentations, or any other performance tasks that call for students to demonstrate their acquired knowledge and skills.  These assessments provide evidence of a student’s creative, analytical, organizational, and interpretive skills in using acquired knowledge.

—Rubrics/Scoring Guides are used to evaluate the quality of student work on performance assessments.

School Accountability

•
All teachers focus their instruction on standards identified for their subject in each area of the core curriculum.

•
All students are provided at the beginning of the school year with the standards for each subject in which they are enrolled.

•
All students are provided with information about how their work will be evaluated and how their level of performance will be determined. There are to be no surprises.

•
All teachers seek to modify instruction to meet a wide variety of learning styles and levels of ability.

•
The school provides supplemental assistance and interventions for students who are not meeting performance standards. Parents will be invited to participate in decisions regarding supplemental programs.
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School Year 200x–0x

Grade 7

Student _________________________

Our school motto:
Excellence is for everyone!

Our school profile:

Enrollment:
Our
District
Grades 6–8
school
average

Students
461
504

Teachers
18
20

Administrators
2
2

Classroom Support*
4
4

School Support**
6
3

*Includes librarian and counselor.

**Includes office, clerical, cafeteria, and custodial 
support.

Your Town Middle School is committed to academic excellence through standards-based education in all areas of the core curriculum.

Note: State Board–approved fifth performance level, 
“Far below basic,” not included on prototype.
	
Parents’ Guide to Performance Levels 

4 – Advanced   Uses major skills or processes with ease and confidence in completing required academic performance tasks and/or demonstrates a thorough understanding of important information and is able to use this knowledge to communicate complicated ideas and concepts skillfully

3 – Proficient   Uses major skills or processes without significant error in completing required academic performance tasks but has some difficulty doing so at times and/or demonstrates a good understanding of important information and is generally able to use this knowledge to communicate difficult ideas effectively

2 – Basic   Makes a number of errors when using major skills and processes required to complete academic performance tasks but usually accomplishes their basic purposes and/or demonstrates only partial understanding of important information, which limits ability to use required knowledge to communicate important ideas

1 – Below basic  Makes many errors when using the processes and skills needed to complete academic performance tasks and seldom finishes work and/or demonstrates an incomplete understanding of important information, making impossible the use of required knowledge to communicate important ideas correctly (See note in column 2.)

Parent Accountability

As a parent, you are responsible for:

•
Keeping  abreast of school news and activities.

•
637-xxxxx, YT activity hotline

•
www.ytmiddleschool.ca.k12.us
•
Your Town weekly newsletter home (via student)

•
District monthly newsletter (via mail)

•
Attending school functions (Back-to-School Night, Parent-Teacher Program evenings, Parent-teacher conferences, Student recognition assemblies, Open house)

•
Keeping in touch frequently with teachers and counselors.

•
637-xxxx Counseling Center

•
teachername@ytmiddleschool.ca.k12.us
•
Letting your child know clearly that you support the school’s rules and academic expectations.

•
Ensuring daily school attendance—with no tardies. 

•
Expecting nightly homework and regularly monitoring the 


completion of homework assignments.

•
Insisting on your child’s attendance in and arranging for 


appropriate transportation for supplemental learning assistanceprograms (if performance levels are Basic, Below Basic, or Inc.)


	Your Town Middle School

Dear Parents,
There are several very important points to remember as you review your son’s or daughter’s student performance report:

1.
Students must meet standards set by the district and state.

2.
The complete list of standards is available in the school office. Please call or come by for a complete set of standards for each subject so that you can more carefully evaluate your child’s progress. This is an abbreviated list of standards for this grade level.

3.
Please read the “Parents’ Guide to Performance Levels” 

on back panel.

4.
District policy and California law may require grade retention for students who fail to meet standards. Please closely follow your child’s progress and consult frequently with his or her teacher.

Principal

O, S, I, U designations*
Study Skills
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
•
Listens carefully









•
Is ready for class









•
Works independently









•
Work is done on time









•
Uses time well









•
Cooperates in groups









•
Follows instructions









•
Edits and refines work









•
Keeps journal









•
Does neat work









Emotional and Social Growth

•
Respects authority









•
Practices self-control









•
Respects rights of others









•
Is responsible for self









•
Behaves responsibly










	Core Academic Performance Levels (4, 3, 2, 1)
Reporting periods
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
Final

English–language arts standards 
categories

•
Reading











•
Listening and Speaking











•
Writing











•
Written and Oral Conventions











Mathematics standards 
categories


•
Number Sense











•
Algebra and Functions











•
Measurement and Geometry











•
Statistics, Data Analysis, 
and Probability











•
Mathematical Reasoning











History–social science standards 
categories

•
Analysis Skills











•
Cultures and Social Structures 
of Medieval Civilizations











•
Origins and Accomplishments 
of the Renaissance











•
Historical Aspects of the 
Reformation











•
The Scientific Revolution











•
Age of Exploration











•
Enlightenment











•
Age of Reason











Science standards categories

•
Cell Biology











•
Genetics











•
Evolution











•
Earth and Life History











•
Structure and Function in Living 
Systems











•
Physical Principles in Living 
Systems











•
Investigation and Experimentation











O, S, I, U designations*

•
Physical Education











•
Exploratory Wheel or 











•
Elective I or 











•
Proficiency Lab










	Student Accountability

•
The performance standard achieved on the STAR California Standards Test combined with performance level data on appropriate assessments given by the district provide important information 
in determining the advancement of a student to the next grade or to a higher level of the same subject or retention 
in grade/subject. 

•
Basic (2) or Below basic (1) designations on performance levels determined by the district at anytime during the school year will necessitate student participation in appropriate accelerated-remediation programs (before, after school tutorials, proficiency lab, intersession or Saturday school). In addition, students will be required to complete any outstanding classroom assignments given by their teachers.  

•
Basic (2) or Below basic (1) performance level determined by the district at the end of the school year may require summer school attendance where students will have an opportunity to raise their performance levels.   Students not “Basic” by the end of summer school are subject to continued interventions when school resumes in the fall and possibly retention in grade or subject to repeating a course of study.

•
Content standards will remain the same for students with specific learning disabilities, but performance standards with modified performance levels may be prescribed.

Based on performance levels a parent-teacher conference is required if circled.

Please call 637-xxxx to make an appointment.

Report period
1
 2 
3 
4   
Final


Example and Analysis of a Standards-Based Performance Report for a Student in Grade Seven

	


Reporting periods

English–language arts standards categories

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
Final
•
Reading

2
2
2
2
2
•
Listening and Speaking 

2
3
2
3
3

•
Writing

2
2
3
3
3

•
Written and Oral Conventions

2
2
3
2
2

Mathematics standards categories



•
Number Sense

2
3
3
3
3

•
Algebra and Functions 

—
2
2
2
2
•
Measurement and Geometry 

2
3
3
3
3
•
Statistics, Data Analysis, and Probability

—
3
2
2
2

•
Mathematical Reasoning

2
3
2
3
3
History–social science standards categories

•
Analysis Skills

2
3
3
3
3

•
Cultures and Social Structures of Medieval Civilizations

2
Inc.
3
3
3

•
Origins and Accomplishments of the Renaissance

—
—
3
3
3

•
Historical Aspects of the Reformation 

—
—
3
3
3

•
The Scientific Revolution 

—
—
3
3
3

•
Age of Exploration 

2
3
—
3
3

•
Enlightenment 

—
3
2
2
2
•
Age of Reason 

—
2
3
2
2
Science standards categories

•
Cell Biology

—
—
3
3
3

•
Genetics

—
—
3
3
3

•
Evolution

—
—
3
3
3

•
Earth and Life History

Inc.
3
2
3
3

•
Structure and Function in Living Systems

Inc.
2
2
2
2
•
Physical Principles in Living Systems

Inc.
3
2
2
2
•
Investigation and Experimentation

Inc.
3
2
3
3

Physical Education
   
S        
 S        
O     
O          
O
Exploratory Rotation Wheel

•
1st Computers
 
S          
—        
—      
—          

•
2nd Drama/Art           

—            
—        
—      
—       

•
3rd Spanish                 

—            
—        
—      
—       

•
4th Health 

—            
—        
—      
S       
or Elective I

•
Band

NA      
NA     
NA     
NA
•
Choir      

NA      
NA     
NA     
NA                     

or Proficiency Lab

—            
—        
—      
S   
	Analysis of Prototype Standards-Based Performance Report for a Student in Grade Seven

English–Language Arts  This student also struggled all year with Reading and Writing standards. After-hours tutorial help enabled him to improve in two areas which seem to logically relate to his successful performance in most areas of history–social science. The primary language of this student is possibly other than English. His language difficulties contributed to lowering his overall academic performance, thus requiring him to enroll in a mandatory summer school or inter​session remediation program
Mathematics  This student struggled with mathematics standards related to Algebra and Functions and with Statistics, Data Analysis, and Probability. He was a candidate for his school’s targeted proficiency lab in mathematics by the end of the first grading period. Although he showed growth in proficiency, his final performance level indicates that he must attend his district’s mandatory remedial summer or intersession program to focus on those areas of the mathematics standards
History–Social Science  The student was also a candidate for after-hours tutorial help in history–social science. He never managed to satisfy performance levels in two areas of the curriculum: the Enlightenment and the Age of Reason. Remedial summer or intersession school attendance is now required
Science  Difficulty completing benchmark assessment/assignments first grading period and  with the Structure and Function of Living Systems and Physical Problems in Living Systems again warranted after-hours tutorial assistance for this student and now requires that he attend mandatory summer or intersession school

Note: If  “—” appears, standards in that category were not addressed during the grading period. 

If Inc. appears, student has not completed benchmark assessment/assignments required. Inc. subject s  student to same accountability measures as receiving a (1) Below Basic performance level.Student is required to complete work and replace the Inc. with an earned performance level.

Student has made progress in proficiency, however, the final performance  levels in highlighted areas indicates the need for additional targeted assistance before eighth grade.


1

